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Jefferson's views. But the resolutions went on to
declare: " Our minds feel this with so much
indignancy, that we are almost ready to wish
for a state of revolution and the guillotine of
Prance, for a short space, in order to inflict punish-
ment on the miscreants that enervate and disgrace
our Government." This was an echo of the talk
in the political clubs that had been formed through-
out the country. The original model was appar-
ently the Jacobin club of Paris. The Philadelphia
club with which the movement started, soon after
Genet's arrival, adopted the Jacobin style of utter-
ance. It declared its object to be the preser-
vation of a freedom whose existence was menaced
by a "European confederacy transcendent in
power and unparalleled in iniquity," and also by
" the pride of wealth and arrogance of power"
displayed in the United States. Writing to Gov-
ernor Lee of Virginia, Washington said that he
considered "this insurrection as the first formidable
fruit of the Democratic Societies."
Hamilton moved warily, doing whatever lay in
his power to smooth the practical working of the
system in the hope of "attaining the object of
the laws by means short of force." But such was
the inflamed state of feeling in western Penn-